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Mr President,

Sierra Leone welcomes the delegation of Grenada and thanks them for their (oral) presentation.

While it is understandable that financial and technical difficulties may have made it challenging to prepare and present an updated report before the Working Group, my delegation believes that in accordance with (HRC) Resolution 5/1, the review of Grenada would have been better facilitated with a national report which offered a follow up to its first cycle. This would have allowed for a more balanced dialogue on national priorities, best practices, as well as ongoing challenges to the promotion and protection of human rights.
Granada’s commitment to human rights is demonstrated by ithe steps it has taken towards ratifying a number of core human rights instruments, including the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the

Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court and the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination.
My delegation commends Grenada for implementing national legislation aimed at eliminating violence against women such as the National Domestic and Sexual Abuse Protocol 2011. 

Sierra Leone is however concerned that certain legal provisions and procedures discriminated against women or reflected negative gender stereotypes, and calls on Grenada to review its laws and regulations in order to amend gender based discriminatory provisions.

While noting the open policy of Grenada towards migrants, Sierra Leone urges that Grenada adopts national asylum and refugee legislation and procedures.  

Sierra Leone would like to make the following recommendations:

1. Ratify the CAT, ICRMW and the optional protocol of the CAT.

2. Establish an independent national human rights institution in conformity with the Paris Principles and provide it with the necessary resources.
3. Seek technical assistance in order to submit overdue reports to the relevant treaty body mechanisms.

4. Increase the minimum age of criminal responsibility from 12 to 18 years.
Sierra Leone wishes Grenada a successful completion to this review process.

Thank you, Mr President. 
